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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


RECEIVED 


1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar; 

c. a second strut descending at least substanriaUyvertic^yfromtheCTossbar, the second 
strut being spaced from the first strut; 

d . an at least substantially horizontal lower support J eg extending from the first strut at or near 
the bottom of the first strut, -wherei n the support leg terminates in a collar rotatably 
fit about the first strut and the supportlegis movable about the axis ofthe first strut to 
move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first strut and the crossbar. 

2. (ORIGINAL) Thehurdle of claim 1 wherein the support leg is rotatableaboutthe axis ofthe first 
strut. 

3. (CANCELED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 3 claim 1 wherein the collar is closely 
situated between a pair of stops radially protruding from the first strut. 

5 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 4 wherein an elastomeric riug extends about the first strut 
between the collar and one ofthe stops, whereby the elastomeric ringbears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 wherein each stmt includes: J 

a. first and second strut members adjacently situated in slidable relationship, whereby each 

i 

strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members relative to each other, [and 

b. lockdngmeans for lockingtbe first and second strutmembers together at discretely spaced 
locations. 

i 

7. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 6 wherein: 

a. tbe second strut member includes spaced indentations defined along its length, and , 

b. the locking means includes a locking member elastically biased to extend from the first stmt 
member into one of the indentations of the second strut member. 

i 
I 

8. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim7 wherein the lockingmember is elastically biased by an elastic 

i 

band extending about the first strut member. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 8 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring extending about 
the first strut member. 

s 
I 

1 0. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 8 wherein the second strut member is telescopically situated 
within the first strut member. 

5 

11. (CANCELED) i 

i 
i 
I 

: 
I 
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1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Tin tnmtfc ofrhrim 11 rrherrin 

— the first strut membe r includes a lockin g apertur e through w hich the l o cking 
member extends; 

in th e second shut member - includes spac e d mdetrtattom defined along its length into 

which the l o cking m e mber ma y ext e nd; an d 
tn thefoefcrngmemberhas a curved surface extending th r ough t h e l o cking a p e rt ur e 

o f the first s ti nt membermd aHeast partiafty through one ofthe indentations or 

the s e cond stmt member: 
A hurdle comprising: 

a-. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends: 

b± a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar; 

Jk a second, strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, the 

second strut being spaced from the first strut; 
d. an at least substantially horizontal lower support leg extending from the first strut 

at or near the bottom of the first strut, wherein the support leg is movable abont 

the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first 

strut and the crossbar, 
wherein each strut includes; 

ill first and second stmt members a diacentlv situated in si id able relationship, 
whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members 
relative to each other, and wherein: 
h the first strut member has a locking aperture, and 
n. the second strut member includes spaced indentations defined along its 
length; 

(2) a locking member with a curved surface elasticallv biased to extend through the 
locking aperture in the first strut member and at least partially through oneofthe 
indentations of the second strut member, whereby the locking member defeatablv 
maintains the first and second strut members together. 
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13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) m 

elastically biased by an elastic band extending about the first strut member. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 13 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 13 wherein the elasticband also extends aboutthe second strut 
member. 

1 6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The km di e ofriajm 1: 

a^ wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture mten d ing t hr o ugh - th e cr os sbar 

betwee n the bar ends; and 
bv further c o mprisin g a c o ll e cti o n handle hav ing a shall sized t o e xt e nd thr o u g h the 

handl e apertur e * 
A hurdle comprising : 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar hav ing o pposing bar ends, 
wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 
between the bar ends; 

b* a first strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar; 

Cj. a second strut descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, the 
second strut being.spaced from the first strut; 

d- an at least substantially horizontal lower support leg extendingfrom the first strut 
at or near the bottom of the first strut* wherein the support leg is movable about 
the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first 
strut and the crossbar: and 

e. a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle aperture. 
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1 7. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 6 wherein the shaft of the collection handle ftuther includes : 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 

1 8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a_ an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, 
each strut including: 

(1) first and second strut members adjacently situated in translatable relationship, 
whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by translating its strut members 
relative to each other, and 

(2) a locking member elastically biased to extend from the first strut member and at 
least partially through the second strut member, whereby the locking member 
defeatably maintains the first and second strut members together, and 

c. a lower support leg extending from the first strut at or near the bottom of the first strut* 
wherein the second strut member includes indentations defined therein into which the 
locking member extends, the indentations being spaced along its length . 

19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of chrinrtfr claim 18 wherein the first strut member 
includes a locking aperture defined therein through which the locking member extends. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle ofcfatmrlfr claim 18 whereinthelockingmemberis 
elastically biased by an elastic band extending about the first strut member. 
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22. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 21 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 2 1 wherein the elasticband also extends about the second stmt 
member. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 21 wherein the elastic band extends through the locking 
member. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 1 8 wh e rein : 

ttr wherein t he second strut member is telescopically situated within the first strut, and 
the s e cond stru t member i nclud es spaced ind e n t ati o ns d e fin e d al o ng its l e n g th i n to 
which - t h e l o cking member extend*. 

2 6. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 8 whereinthe support leg is movable about the axis of the first 
strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the first strut and the crossbar. 

27 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 1 8 wherein the support leg i s movable with respect to the upper 
crossbar between: 

a. a folded state wherein the outer leg end is situated at least substantially within a plane 
common to the first and second struts, and 

b. a supporting state wherein the outer leg end is situated out of aplane common to the first 
and second struts. 

28. (ORIGINAL) Thehurdleof claim lS^ereinthesupportlegisrotatebleabouttheaxis ofthe first 
strut. 
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29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 18 wh ere in th e su p p oj 1 l e g tta u rinates 
in a eo lhtr rota t ably fit ab o ut th e first st r ut 

A hurdle comprising ; 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 
K spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the 
crossbar, each strut including: 

(1) first and second strut members adjacently situated in translatable 
relationship, whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by translating 
its strut members relative to each other, and 

(2) a locking member elastically biased to extend from the first strut member 
and at least partially through the second strut member, whereby the 
locking member defeatably maintains the first and second strut members 
together; 

c. a lower support leg extendingfrom the first strut at or near the bottom of the first 
strut, wherein the support leg terminates in a collar rotatahtv fit about the first 
strut. 

30. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 29 wherein the collar is closely situated between a pair of stops 
n radially protruding from the first strut 

3 1 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 30 wherein an elastomeric ring extends about the first strut 
between the collar and one ofthe stops, whereby the elastomeric ring bears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut. 


Page 8 of 16 


PAGE 8/17 * RCVD AT 3/12/2007 2:47:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/12 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 608831 21 06 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-18 


D3/12/07 13:47 FAX 6088312106 


DEffITT ROSS STEVENS 


@009 


32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 18. 

tt. wher e in the crossbar includes a handle aperture e xtending through th e crossbar 

between the bar ends; and 
b. fur t he r comprisin g a c o llec t ion handle havin g a shaft s ize d to e xtend thr o u g h t he 

h a ndle apei tare: 
A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbarjiaviijg opposing bar ends, 
wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 
between the bar ends: 

b. spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the 
crossbar, each strut including: 

(1) first and second strut members adjacently situated in translatable 
relationship, whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by translatin g 
its strut members relative to each other, and 

(2) a locking member elastically biased to extend from the first strut member 
and at least partially through the second strut member, whereby the 
locking member defeatablv maintains the first and second strut members 
together: 

c. a lower support leg extending from the first strut at or near the bottom of th e first 
strut: and 

d. a collection handle having a shaft sized to_ extend through the handle aperture. 

33 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 32 wherein the shaft of the collection handle further includes : 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a. size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 
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34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 
b> spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the crossbar, 
each strut including: 

(1) first and second stiutmembers adjacently situated in slidable relationship, whereby 
each stmt maybe raised and lowered by sliding its strut members rel ative to each 
other, and 

(2) lockingmeansfor lockingthe first and second strut members together at discretely 
spaced locations, 

c. an at least substanti ally horizontal lower support leg extending firomthe first strut at or near 
the bottom of the first strut, wherein the lower support leg: 

fli is movable about the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar 

alignment with the first strut and the crossba r, and 
(21 terminates in a collar rotatablj fit abouj the , first strut . 

35 T (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 4 wherein the support leg is rotat able about the axis of the first 
strut 

36. (CANCELED) 

37. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdle of claim 36 claim 34 wherein the collar is closely 
situated between a pair of stops radially protruding from the first strut. 

3 8. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 7 wherein an elastomeric ring extends about the first strut 
between the collar and one of the stops, whereby the elastomeric ring bears against the collar and 
resists rotation of the collar about the first strut. 
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39. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 34 wherein: 

a. the second strut member includes indentations spaced along its length, and 

b. the locking means includes a locking member extending from the first strut member into one 
of the indentations on the first strut member. 

40. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 39 wherein: 

a. thelockingmemberisdasticallybiasedto extend from the first strut member into oneof 
the indentations on the second strut member, and 

b. the locking member has a curved surface extending into this indentation. 

4 1 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 3 9 wherein the first strut member includes a locking aperture 
through which the locking member extends. 

42. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 4 1 wherein the locldngmemberiseJastically biased to extend 
through the locking aperture and into one of the indentations on the second strut member. 

43 . (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 42 wherein the locking member is elastically biased by an 
elastic band extending about the first strut- member. 

44. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 43 wherein the elasticband also extends about the second strut 
member. 

45. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 43 wherein the elastic band is a helical spring. • 
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46. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The hurdl e of claim 34, 

nr w h e rein the ci ossbar hrehides a hamHe aper t ure e xt e ndi ng th ro ugh the c ro ssbar 
be t ween the bar ends; amd 

fin ther comprising a c o llection handl e having a shaft sized t o ex t end through t he 
handle a pert ure. 
A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends, 
wherein the crossbar includes a handle aperture extending through the crossbar 
between the bar ends. 

b. spaced first and second struts descending at least substantially vertically from the 
crossbar, each strut including: 

£1) first andsecondstrutme mbersadjacentlvsituated in slidablerelationship> 
whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members 
relative to each other, and 

itX locking means for locking the first and second strut members together at 
discretely spaced locations. 

c. an at least substantially horjzo ntal lower support leg extending from the first strut 
at or near the bottom of the first strut, wherein the lower support leg is movable 
about the axis of the first strut to move into and out of coplanar alignment with the 
first strut and the crossbar: and 

cL a collection handle having a shaft sized to extend through the handle aperture* 

47. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 46 wherein the shaft of the collectionhandle further includes: 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot extend through the handle aperture, and 

b. a second end: 

(1) ordinarily sized to extend through the handle aperture, and 

(2) reconfigurable to a size that cannot extend through the handle aperture. 
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48. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hurdle comprising: 

a. an at least substantially horizontal upper crossbar having opposing bar ends; 

b. spaced first and second struts descending from the crossba r, wherein each strut 
includes: 

£1} firstand sec ond strut me mbers ad fo centlv situated in slid able relationship, 

whereby each strut may be raised and lowered by sliding its strut members 

relative to each other, and 
(2) a lockin g member which defeatablv engages the first and second strut 

members together at discretely spaced locations along the length of the 

second strut: and 
and wherein: 

u the second strut member includes indentations defined therein, the 
indentations being discretely spaced along the length of the second strut 
member, and 

iL the locking member is elasticflllv biased to extend from the first strut 
member into one of the indentations of the second strut member; 

c. a lower supporting extending from the first strut at or near the bottom of the first stmt and 
terminating at an outer leg end, wherein the lower support leg is movable with respect to 
the upper crossbar between: 

(1) afolded state wherein the outer leg end is situated at least substantially within a 
plane common to the first and second struts, and 

(2) a supporting state wherein the outerleg end is situated out of aplane common to 
the first and second struts. 
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49. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 48: 


50. 


51. 


! 


wherein the crossbar includes ahandle aperture ertendfog through the crossbar between 
the bar ends; and [! 

shafts 


ij sized to extend through the handle 


further comprising a collection handle having a 
aperture. 


(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 49 wherein the shaft of the coUectionhaudlefurther includes: 

a. a first end sized such that it cannot fit through thejj handle aperture, and 

b. a second end movable into and out of coaxial relationship with the shaft. 

i 


(ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 48 wherein the lower support leg is rotalable about the axis of 
the first strut. 


52. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim48 wherein an elastomer^ member situated onthe first strut 
bears against the support leg and resists motion of the support leg between the folded and 
supporting states. 


53. (ORIGINAL) The hurdle of claim 52 wherein the elastomeric member is an elastomeric ring 
extending about the first strut. 

54. (CANCELED) 

55. (CANCELED) 
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